
 

 

 

 

CLASSIC 4D / 3N INCA TRAIL TREK ITINERARY  

Trek briefing: CUSCO 

At a time to be arranged at your convenience, approximately one or two days before your trek 
start date we will give a briefing at your hotel about your upcoming trek. This will explain the 
itinerary in more detail and give you the opportunity to ask any questions you may have. This is 
also the time when you can rent any sleeping bags or walking poles from us. Any outstanding 
trek payments are to be made at this time. 

Day 1: CUSCO – KM 82 – HUAYLLABAMBA 

We will pick you up from your hotel at approximately 5:30am and then drive by private bus for two 

hours to Ollantaytambo where we will stop for a quick breakfast. Then we continue driving for 

another hour until we reach the start point of the Classic Inca Trail to Machu Picchu. Once 

everyone has had the chance to prepare their belongings we will pass through a control point to 

enter the National Park. Then the real adventure begins, we follow a gently undulating path for 

one and a half hours, before we ascend gradually for another half an hour until we reach the Incan 

site of Llactapata. From here we will enjoy the amazing snow capped views of the Veronica 

mountain peak and begin our short descent to our lunch spot. After lunch we will continue hiking 

for another two and a half hours until we reach our camping site at Huayllabamba. After enjoying 

our afternoon tea, we will have the opportunity to meet the incredible porters who will be helping 

us along our journey. 

 

 WALKING DISTANCE: 5 to 6 hours 

 STARTING ELEVATION: 2800 m /8765 ft 

 HIGHEST ELEVATION: 3000 m / 9840 ft 

 DIFFICULTY: Moderate 

 OVERNIGHT: Camping 

 MEALS INCLUDED: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner (including a snack and afternoon tea). 

 ACCOMODATION: Camping 

 

Day 2: HUAYLLABAMBA – PACAYMALLO 

We wake up early at approximately 5:30am and then following a lovely breakfast we start the hike 

up to Dead Woman’s Pass at 4,215m, the highest point of the Inca trail to Machu Picchu. Along 

the way we will explore the amazing forest with its native trees and hanging mosses and we will 

enjoy the other beautiful natural scenery. After reaching the pass, we will take some time to enjoy 



the stunning snowy mountains surrounding us. We then begin our descent to the camping site at 

Pacaymallo where we will have lunch and enjoy a relaxing free afternoon. 

 

 WALKING DISTANCE: 7 to 8 hrs 

 STARTING ELEVATION: 3000 m / 9840 ft 

 HIGHEST ELEVATION: 4215 m / 13,828 ft 

 OVERNIGHT: Camping 

 DIFFICULTY: Challenging 

 MEALS INCLUDED: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner (including a snack and afternoon tea) 

 ACCOMODATION: Camping 

 

Day 3: PACAYMALLO – WIÑAYWAYNA 

We wake up early again and following a hearty breakfast we hike for two hours up towards the 

second mountain pass of the Classic Inca Trail to Machu Picchu. From there we can take in 

stunning views of the snow-capped Pumacillo peak. We then drop down from the second pass to 

visit and explore the beautiful Incan site of Sayacmarka after which we hike gently back up to the 

third mountain pass, which we cross before we take a break for lunch. 

This is the most beautiful day of the Inca Trail to Machu Picchu as we will enjoy views of the 

Veronica mountain peak, Vilcabamba mountain ranges and the magical Cloud forest. Along the 

way we will also stop to visit and explore the Incan sites of Phuyupatamarka and Intipata. We will 

hike for another three hours before we complete our descent to the campsite at Winayhuayna. 

 

 WALKING DISTANCE: 9 to 10 hrs 

 STARTING ELEVATION: 3600 m / 11,896 ft 

 HIGHEST ELEVATION: 3600 m / 12,465 ft 

 OVERNIGHT: Camping 

 DIFFICULTY: Moderate 

 MEALS INCLUDED: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner (including snack and afternoon tea) 

 ACCOMODATION: Camping 

 

Day 4: WIÑAYWAYNA – MACHU PICCHU – CUSCO 

This is the earliest start of the trek as we wake up at 3:30am to catch the spectacular view of sunrise 

at Machu Picchu ruins. We will enter the Incan site of Machu Picchu as the ancient Incas did, 

through the Sun gate entrance. Once we have taken in the unique panoramic views we will descend 

into the main part of the site of this archaeological wonder. We will enjoy a two hour guided tour 

with the best local guide after which you will have to time to explore the beauty of this vast site 

yourself. Following this we will get down to Aguas Calientes Town and then catch the train back to 

Ollantaytambo and return to Cusco by private bus. 



 

 WALKING DISTANCE: 3 hrs / 6 km 

 STARTING ELEVATION: 2600 m / 7956 ft 

 HIGHEST ELEVATION: 2700 m / 8233 ft 

 OVERNIGHT: Camping 

 DIFFICULTY: Moderate 

 MEALS INCLUDED: Breakfast 

 ACCOMODATION: N/A 
 

WHAT TO PACK FOR INCA TRAIL TREK TO MACHU PICCHU 

We highly recommend a small backpack 30 to 40 litres for hiking in the day. A big backpack 
will not be allowed into Machu Picchu. The remainder of your belongings will be in your 
duffel bag that will be carried by porters - porters will carry 6kgs of your belongings (which 
will include your sleeping bag, roll mat and any other personal items).  

 Water: Please supply your own water until the first lunch spot, then we will provide you with cold 

boiled water at every meal time. Please bring your canteens/plastic water bottle for refills. 

 Sun Hat 

 Sunscreen 

 Headlamp (essential) 

 Wool Hat / scarf / gloves 

 Rain gear - eg. waterproof jacket, waterproof trousers 

 Rain plastic poncho (you can buy in Cusco) 

 Fleeces / thermals 

 Warm jacket (down jackets are best as these are light and efficient at keeping you warm!) 

 2 t-shirts (at least) 

 2 hiking pants (at least) 

 4 sets of undergarments (at least) 

 4 sets of hiking socks (at least) 

 Towel (quickdry microtowels are best as they are light, compact and dry fast) 

 Snacks like chocolate bars, cereal bars or any dry fruits 

 Coca leaves (you can buy in Cusco) 

 Hand sanitiser 

 Face moisturiser 

 Toilet paper 

 Wet wipes 

 Toothbrush & toothpaste 

 Personal medications 

 Extra Money for Souvenirs, Drinks & Tips 



 Camera 

 Passport 

 Valuable items 

 Battery Charger / Power bank (No electricity along the trek) 

 Plastic bags (to keep items dry if necessary) 

 Sleeping bag (this can be rented from us for $20 per bag - your sleeping bag should be at least -15ºC) 

 Walking poles (optional - these can be rented from us for $20 per pair) 

 Air mattress (we will provide a roll mat, for additional comfort you may want to consider an air 

mattress) 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

David Herrera Almiron 
Tour Manager 
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